
Town of Scituate, 
Rhode Island

Community Comprehensive 
Plan Update

Background

In order to properly plan for what a community is to become, an

understanding of where that community came from is essential. A

Town’s heritage plays a crucial role in planning for the future. The

physical remnants of that heritage provide a valuable glimpse into

history, offering information on how people lived and worked, their

values, and the roles they played in the community. It provides us with

an understanding of how the built environment has changed over time.

Historic and cultural resources within a community are indicators of this

heritage and can include structures, properties, places, landmarks,

archeological sites, landscapes, and natural areas that the community

has determined to be noteworthy and of primary importance for

recognition and protection.

Policies

1. Promote and support state, local, non-profit, and other groups in

their efforts to inform and educate the community on appropriate

mechanisms to protect and manage historic and cultural resources

in the Town through research, public education, and public events.

2. Ensure that the preservation and proper management of historic

and cultural resources are considered as part of the land

development review and approval process.

3. Promote the Town’s rich historic heritage to attract visitors and

other viable economic development opportunities that are

appropriate for historic and cultural resources.

4. Preserve the visual qualities of Scituate’s historic areas and scenic

roadways and vistas.

How to Get Involved!

Check out the Town Website! Scan the QR Code →
Attend Plan Commission Meetings every 3rd
Tuesday of the Month
Email Questions to Ashley Sweet @
sweet.ashley@wseinc.com

Goals

Preserve, protect, and maintain the Town’s historic, cultural, and 
archeological resources as a representation of the Town’s heritage.

Use innovative regulations and techniques to promote the development 
of suitable land, while protecting the cultural and historical resources 
achieving a balanced pattern of land uses. 

Actions

Work with the RI Historical 
Preservation and Heritage 
Commission to document 
and preserve significant 
historical, cultural, or 
archeological resources in 
the Town.

Support efforts to maintain 
and document the Town’s 
historic cemeteries and 
stone walls.

Review and update existing 
zoning overlays, including a 
GIS delineation of overlay 
boundaries,  and consider 
revising the existing review 
and approval procedures. 

Review and amend the 
development review 
regulations to incorporate 
consideration of historic 
and cultural resources.

Historic and Cultural Resources

Prepare a revised listing of 
properties for possible 
designation on the 
National Register of 
Historic Places based on 
the original list presented 
in Historic and 
Architectural Resources of 
Scituate, Rhode Island: A 
Preliminary Report.

Develop an education 
program, working with the 
Scituate Preservation 
Society, to increase public 
awareness of the 
significance of historic and 
cultural resources.

Identify roadways, or 
segments of roadways, in 
Scituate that have scenic 
value and consider 
preparing a plan for their 
preservation, including the 
possibility of designation by 
the State as a Scenic 
Highway. 

Explore options for creating 
or securing local and State 
incentives to encourage the 
preservation of privately-
owned historic buildings 
and resources.

Figure 1. Hope Mill 
(Valley Breeze, 2020)

http://www.scituateri.org/departments/building_o
fficial/town_of_scituate_comprehensive_plan.php

Work with and encourage 
the schools to expand 
educational efforts and 
resources committed to 
teaching about local 
history.

Consider development of 
historic district or overlays 
in appropriate area.

Declaimer: policies, goals, and actions are in draft form and subject to further review and approval by the Town of Scituate


